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TO FIND OUT ABOUT OTHER AMAZING UNDERWATER CREATURES,
READ ABOUT JELLYFISH ON PAGE 74 AND SEA ANGELS ON PAGE 126.
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<o IS IT TRUE OCTOPUS ARMS CAN LIVE IF
m THEY'RE CHOPPED OFF?

o No+ Forever! But +‘\6~/ do react +o
+hinas For a while even af+er +hey've been severed—For
example, jerking away From pain. The reason +hey can do
+hat is becavse +wo—+hirds of +he octopus’s brainy nerve cells
are in its arms) wot its head. That means (when +hey're all
at+ached) an individual arm can Fiaure out how +o do +hin 5
like breaking into a shellFish, while +he animal does someilm
else, like ln?:ma\ For +he next snack. 1+'s like octopes arms have
wminds of +heir own.

HOW SMART ARE OCTOPUSES?
% Octopuses are svper smart and even have
) distinct personalities. The cephalopods
have brains similar +o mammals in
+erms of +heir relative size and
complexity. Octopuses can solve
problems, like how +o open a jar
B +o qet +o the Food inside or,
B N one case, even escape
' From +heir an\var-um
+anks. They alse can
lenrv\ +o recoqnize
shapes and nn\naiai»&
mazes. Like brainy
mammals, octopuses
are curiovs animals.

Octopuses have awesome
defenses. Not only can they
jet away, but they also squirt
ink to hide their getaway and ™
to confuse their opponent. In iy ay.eNEN Enpy

L : ’ N 3 ¢ | & ; elayina. In ove aquariog) an
faCt;V;]ua‘:E:::g::‘;y e & : e o A 1N octopus yuskg)qn elastic bottle into the

. . ’
i s AN stream of water Flowing into i+s +ank—over
S G L and over and over, like i+ was Aribblin&‘ a ball.

their minds occopied
or +|n61 I t‘row onhapey.

IMAGINING OCTOPUSES
IN ANIMATED FEATURES AND CARTOONS, OCTOPUSES HAVE
ALMOST AS MANY PERSONALITIES AS ARMS.

*IN FINDING NEMO, one of Nemo's classmates is a young pink octopus
named Pearl. When startled, she releases her ink—even if she doesn't
want to: “Aw, you made me ink!”

®THE SPLASHY SEA WITCH URSULA, who tricks innocent
merfolk in The Little Mermaid, is a human-octopus
hybrid. She actually only has six tentacles, so
you'd have to count her humanlike arms to
truly call her an octopus.
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NERD OF NOTE:
DAVID SCHEEL

YOU MIGHT CALL David Scheel
the Dr. Doolittle of octopuses.
OK, David doesn't actually
“speak octopus,” but he’s
learning their language.

David has found that octo-
puses have a surprisingly com-
plex social life. They interact
and communicate in a variety
of wordless ways.

“They're kind of flashy actu-
ally,” he says."The octopuses
turn dark, stand up very tall,
spread their arms and web
very wide, and then they raise
their mantle—which is sort
of the body sack behind the
eyes—they raise that up above
their eyes. And then some-
times they will even seek out
high ground to do that display
on top of”

What are they trying to say?
“We think it means, T'm not
going to back down.I'm this
big, and I'm here, so watch
out.” If other octopuses
don’t heed the warning, the
big, flashy ones might chase
them away.

How does David know all of
this? He spends hours studying
octopuses. And, yes, that
means he has to go swimming
in the ocean, scuba diving with
exotic sea creatures, and zip-
ping around in submersible
vessels. Yeah, it's a tough job.
But, you know, he puts up with
it for the sake of advancing
scientific knowledge.
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